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reverse, or affirm, any decree of a state court."
This high assertion of federal authority was made
by Jackson of Georgia in the course of a long legal
argument. The debate did not follow sectional
lines, and in general it was not unfairly described
by Maclay as a lawyer's wrangle. The bill was
put into shape by the Senate, and reached the
House toward the close of the session when the
struggle over the site of the national capital
was overshadowing everything else. It was so
generally believed that nothing important could
be gained by attempts at amendment that, after
an airing of opinions, the House accepted the
measure just as it had come from the Senate.